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Introduction and Background 

Republic of Yemen was formed in 1990 when Northern Yemen and Southern Yemen 
were unified1. Yemen is bordered on the north by Saudi Arabia, on the east by Oman, on the 
south by the Gulf of Aden, and on the west by the Red Sea. Sana is the capital while the port 
of Aden is the country's commercial capital. Yemen is the democratic country in Middle East 
in which 65% are Sunni and 35% are Shiites. In 2000, Saudi Arabia and Yemen agreed to a 
delimitation of their border2. Fighting in the northwest between the government and the 
Houthis which is a Zaidi Shia-led socio-political movement which surfaced in Sa’dah in 
1990’s. The civil war in Yemen is an ongoing conflict which has been raging since 2015 
between two factions. These factions have claimed to constitute the Yemeni government with 
the aid of their allies and supporters.  

Implications of Saudi Arabian intervention on Yemen   

Yemen has remained a ‘Crisis Zone’ of the Middle Eastern Region for the last half a 
century and now Yemen is facing its biggest crisis of the decade with the overthrow of its 
government by Houthis3, which prompted a Saudi-led counter offensive as Iran support the 
stance of Houthis.  The last three months have seen an unprecedented rise in military activity 
by the Saudi-led military alliance. Saudi forces have launched a campaign of airstrikes in an 
attempt to subdue the Houthi rebels in Yemen, but the Houthis, their target, continue to 
exercise control, with influence stretching up to the Saudi border. Although Saudi military 
action against the rebels has intensified, the intervention has led to few successes and has 
caused both a political and humanitarian catastrophe. The Yemeni Civil War, which began 
this year, is a conflict between two factions, both claiming the right to control the Yemeni 
government. One side consists of southern separatists and loyalists who support the ruling 
president, Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi. The other side includes forces loyal to former 
president Ali Abdullah Saleh and the Houthis, a Yemeni Zaydi Shiite rebel group that 
emerged in the eighth century.  

Prior to the conflict, Saudi Arabia and Yemen had cordial relations with each other in 
military and economy. Now, because of ongoing Yemeni civil war and some radicalization 
Saudi Arabia has led intervention in Yemen. Yemen has long seen Saudi Arabia as a staunch 
ally and its relations with the kingdom have always been a central feature of the Yemeni 
foreign policy4.  
 
This is largely because the Saudis’ perception of their security needs is that they should 
influence Yemen as much as possible in order to prevent it from becoming an immediate 
regional threat. 
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Houthi rebels attacked President Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi's residence, dissolved parliament 
in 2014 and captured Yemen’ capital, Sana’a5. After which Saudi-led coalition started 
shelling perceived military targets associated with the Yemeni rebels and forces associated 
with Hadi’s predecessor, Ali Abdullah Saleh in March 2015. Before the coalition’s bombing 
Hadi had been forced to escape to Saudi Arabia due to a renewed offensive launched by the 
rebel forces6. Saudis consider Houthi rebels as Iranian proxies and used their military to stop 
the latter’s advancement against Hadi’s regime. Recent civil war in Yemen prompted 
neighboring Saudi Arabia to intervene militarily, launching airstrikes, bombing targets from 
border stations, shelling from the sea, and establishing a blockade. Rebels also overran the 
Yemeni capital of Sanaa, and forced Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi, to flee the country. President 
Hadi will find it very difficult to justify calling for foreign intervention in his own country if 
the death toll begins to rise among civilians. The civilian death toll and the damage to the 
country’s infrastructure by Saudi led coalition strikes will be used by his opponents to 
delegitimize and weaken him. The longer the coalition sustains its operations, the more 
negative implications there will be for president Hadi and his supporters. Should the coalition 
strikes be successful, the Houthis’ power will diminish. However, they will not be the only 
primary losers; rather, the ousted President, Ali Abdullah Saleh will suffer from the impact as 
well. His relations with the majority of the Gulf States will be severed, and he will go down 
in history as the leader who collaborated with foreign forces, Iran, to destroy his own country. 
 
Even if we do not agree with the need for intervention even then the air strike is able to 
achieve two good results. One it escalated the problem out in open and second is able to 
destroy the seized state military weapons like missile and aircraft which was necessary for 
regions safety. In terms of unstated objectives, the success of the war in increasing Saudi 
influence, reducing or containing Iranian presence on the Arabian Peninsula, is debatable but 
has been undermined by the strategy, conduct and current impasse. 

Conclusion  

To be honest the situation in Yemen is very complicated. At least five major players 
with power and conflict’ with each other exist in Yemen. The stated object of Saudi military 
operation in Yemen was to re-install the Hadi Government. However, the airstrikes has not 
proven effective in forcing a Houthi surrender. Besides the military aspects the war has had a 
devastating humanitarian impact on Yemen as a country, and on its citizens. Political 
dialogue was already on the table before the Saudi's embarked on trying to demonstrate their 
military powers.  Hopefully a political solution is still achievable and that efforts can be made 
to rebuild Yemen.   
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